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BILL TOPIC: OWNER TAX OBLIGATION FOR DISTRICT VOTER ELIGIBILITY

Summary of Legislation

This bill requires a person in certain special districts to be obligated to pay property taxes
prior to the date of property purchase in order to qualify as a voter in that district. 

Background

Under current law, a person may qualify as a voter in certain special district elections by
virtue of being under a contract to purchase real property in that district.   

Local Government Impact

This bill requires that individuals under contract to purchase property in certain special
districts pay property taxes prior to the date of  purchase in order to qualify as a voter.  As such,
this bill may reduce the number of qualified voters in a special district.  A reduction in eligible voters 
reduces the cost to hold an election in the special district.  

While this bill does not change the amount of property taxes that will be collected in a
special district, it may change the timing of the property tax collection.  This may increase county
treasurer workload to adjust property tax collection and distribution procedures and could affect
other property tax related accounting practices.  

Effective Date

The bill takes effect August 9, 2017, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 10, 2017,
as scheduled, and no referendum petition is filed.  It applies to elections conducted on or after this
date. 

State and Local Government Contacts

Counties Information Technology Local Affairs
Municipalities Secretary of State Special Districts

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each
fiscal year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  www.leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes/


